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ANCHORS OF SPOHR GARDENS - INTRODUCTION 

54.nchors: Sym6o[ of the Sea 
Sarah Borgslaul & Jo.el Paque 

'"f/1,· ,mdror ,,. not 11t!cesst1rily the must 1ts,e111i<il pie,·e uf <'f/11tpment ,mbourd ,, ,essd 
but II is car.zml) ,, ,t.imwrd imp/em<'III oJ e.,tremc: imporrw1u'. Marmas wlu Ille anchor 

Ji>r irwttt!cl, hmd/11bbers seldom iiv~ it ,1 tf1011shr, and y,u tire anchor has become rile 
, . .,ry S)mbo/ of 1he sea." -HarolJ fame, W1lh:unson Jobhng 

An.,;hors hav.: been .1 p.in of s.11hng .:r:111 tor :is long ,l:; bu,us have been used. The 
carhes1 .111..:hurs were s11nply heavy stones ,lllachec.J to the .:l':lft w11h rope, which was 
\Jitc:n ..:0.111:c.J ,, uh buumen or petroleum products to unprove cable hte. Early stone 
.mehors tounJ Ill the MeJitcrrane:m were sometimes cncJ.scJ in woo<l with teeth 
pn>Jectmg trom the s1one base fur belier ploughing acuon. As humans gamed gtcatcr 
slull in metallurgy tht: tr!lnslllon 10 iron anchors took place Although the eo.rliest metal 
.m,htlrS "'ere 011.:n lcaJ, iron anchors d:11ed 10 A.O. -10 were found w11h the wreck:ige of 
one: ut Emperor Calii;ula'~ pleasure barges m:ar Rome. Abo, the rope useJ 10 a11ach the -
an~h,,r 10 1he ship was replaced w11h chain for g1cater screngch .lnd water resistance. 

Abu an t:ssenci:il anJ long scanding pan of the anchor is the wmdlass, used for 
r.t1sing ,mJ lo....,cnng 1he ,mchor wuh mechanical advantage. Windlasses came mto 
common use under 1he Roman Emp1rt! m the west, although they ccnainly J1d exist 
before tho~e llmes. In the cast the Cl11ncsc also developed and widely useJ windlasses 
wmc time before the Common Er-.i. 

A.;, the size of moc.Jem ships has grown w seemingly gargancuan proporuons. so 
have the .mchors that are m.:am 10 hold them m place. Modem ..tnchors build upon the 
cemunc:s of mamime experience anJ although muteriuls h.ivc ch,mged and desi~n has 
al1crc:J some since the earhes1 stone ring~ IOsi.cc.J overboru-d, the basic concept ot' using 
....,c1gh1 .t11d friction 10 hold :1 ve~sel in one place is still funJamentally the SQmc. 
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ENJOY LOOKING AT THE DIFFERENT PARTS OP THF LABELFD ANCHORS 
Bill Kerfoot,Trustcc 
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Tha aN.'.hor • (o-un.J .JI Spohr Cudtnil. Wood. Hole. MA .rid 11 ~' to M 1hr 
~ trOln ltw H).t$ ..._,.ty, the t.mcd llhlp 04 Capl;\11'1 Bligh Ahl'°1-1:,l\ thert 1J 
no w11y lO be com~Wtt:ly SUN ,J 11\it • W\ f-"'1 dw 8okl'ltV &nrtiot- n do.. -..tl.h «he 
~p«\ht".1,~ -.I. tap et Of .n IP e.nt,u-y l.,n,;t\ n,;avy AnCOOr •s tou.nd 111 Im 

HYIOfY 400 Pt'-'thlrmH\I of [nglia,h Aocbas CA \SSQ !St 111§9 t,~ W fOO~ TN 
,~un..-clv ~-.,,.t uw ind bd. ol • ...oci. &1c tht M'} ,nc1.ieuon of the uw;hor, 0-

Thi.3 plough siyl• anchor tus n., .tock. bi<t uu, .. d us,s us own w•1ghl u well•• 
,,. ' plough· shaped •mu to d,g U\tO • so/1 or clAy bouom AJ the w•ight o/ IN: 

,hip pun, up on tM SNJ\k, th<: uau rota Ir down by the,r own wo,ght on the 
hingt ar the crown and btgin 10 ta'-" hold ThlS is tM moot coaunon OJldlOr 

JboarJ m.>d•m d•y large w..cls, but the des,gn" olso wodcly fow,d on snull 
cnft duo to ilS HNablny ;and ovtr>ll gtt•l perlormance. 

Wtth tha Troutman Anthor, the pat■ s and horn, are untt1d. A 
f o \d1na s to c k l•t• the an,ho~ $Ci close to the shlU hu1l. It 
~ftS ~ld@lJ used on aerchant ahip• clrco 1850s. 



, 
____ ,., ..... ,,.u.J.tu. av.uuu.:; 

\TElfT DOUBL.t.COllC4 VE uu,1,1, •. u.1.K..ED • •cuoa. 

• •<;=illm 

u.;. ~ ..... 

!··· ., __ 

-----, , ..... 

! '..!..!. 

-! 

" 

~- ··1 
• • •• 

t·· 
·i· + 

Comma nder William Roda@r patented a double-concave small - polmcd 
ancho r circa 1832 . Note that the arms run to the i n~ido of the 
blade . 

Steel grapple anchor, circa 1920 used to anehor in rock 
or to retrieve overboord lines or tackle. 

Liberty ship anchor, circa 1942, used with freighter s to 
England during WWII. Lies nexc to Spohr Cardo n di•ploy 
panel 4t entrance near tOdd . 


